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                                                                              Yours In Christ 

  

 

 

                                                                        Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin 

    Pastor 

  

  
BETHLEHEM TODAY                      JANUARY 2016 

   Has your New Year been happy?  “Happy New Year” was probably the most common phrase you heard 

during the last month.  I often wonder when we say that, are we simply wishing that a Happy New Year 

would fall down out of the sky, or do we assume some sense of responsibility for making our new year 

happy.  I believe there are some things we can do to make our 2013 happy.   

   First, I believe we can make our new year happy by asking ourselves what really makes us happy.   What 

makes you happy now?  Is it family, faith, money, possessions, or whatever you name to answer that 

question?  As you name those things, ask yourself what do I need to do to get there?  If you say your faith 

for example, then make a plan to draw closer to God.  How? You ask.  The way to achieve goals is the same 

regardless of the goal.  Achieving goals begins with a reasonable plan and achieving goals means there 

must be an expectation of change.  One cannot change a result without changing input.  Another part of 

achieving goals involves sacrifice.  If your goal was easy, it would be done already.  Do not have a goal that 

you do not consider worth the sacrifice.  If you have a goal of losing weight, then do not say I do not want to 

exercise nor cut back on my favorite foods.  A goal without a plan to sacrifice or change is a recipe for 

frustration and disappointment.   Goals often are represented by the acronym SMART.  Goals must be 

Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Timely. If we follow those descriptions of a goal, we can 

make significant steps toward happiness.   One more example before I move on.  If you want more money in 

2013 then you must define what you are going to stop wasting, ones on, and/or define specifically where you 

will get more money from.   Simply saying, "finding a job" is not enough.  Have you started looking for a 

job?  Have you upgraded your skills? Have you started networking?  As you can see, your role in happiness 

is key.  

   The other part that affects our happiness is understanding what we can control and what we cannot 

control.  The Prayer of Serenity begins by asking God for the serenity to accept the things we cannot 

change.  Then asks God to give us the courage to change what we can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference.  When we realize that some things are beyond our control, we then can pray for faith to trust 

God in those things beyond our control.   Sometimes we are unhappy because of things we cannot control 

such as the weather, or more succinctly the attitudes of others.   Discern those things that make you happy 

and what is within your power.   

   January was an awesome month for BBC.  Minister Lamont Sullivan began his work here on staff here at 

BBC as our Youth Director.  In addition, in January we remembered and recognized the life and legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  February too will be an awesome month. On February 24th, the church will 

celebrate its 146th anniversary, with guest speaker Rev. Johnny Goldsmith. Also, on February 23rd will be 

our Vision Builders Rally featuring guest speaker ,Former NFL Football Star, Levon Kirland. 

   Finally, again I say to each of you make your 2013 a good one.  

In His Service, 

  

Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin  
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TheThe Scandal of Biblical Illiteracy: It’s Our 
Problem – AlbertMohler.com 

I Greet you with Jesus joy on this another Bethlehem Today Newsletter.  Family, since our last 

Newsletter we have had some great events.  Our Vision Builders Banquet in January, 2016 was an 
overwhelming success. I am most excited about the Kids Zone initiative that we begun.  We have raised 
almost $5,000 for improving our Youth Ministry area.  A group of BBC members also went to Rock 
Springs Church in Easley to benchmark their ministry; especially in the area of Youth Ministry.   
 
Our 149th Church Anniversary in February was a wonderful celebration.  Pastor Leander Jones, Sr.  
brought an inspiring message. The Lord certainly blessed during our 2nd service.  The Culinary Ministry 
prepared a meal that people are still raving about.  God blessed us to stay together 149 years. 
 
 Lord willing, 2017 will mark our 150th year as a church family.  Plans are already underway for a huge 
150th celebration.  Make sure you do all you can to be a part of that weekend in February 2017.  Vision 
2017 is upon us. We need every member to give towards this debt elimination plan for us to meet our 
goal by December 2017.  I am asking each member to give $10 per week extra so we can move toward 
paying off the Life Center.  
 
One of the biggest changes on the horizon is a mobile App called “The City”.  The City is a 
communication piece that will ELIMINATE Pastoral Reflections that announce your events and tables for 
Your Ministry in the Lobby.  We will also present Mobile Giving as part of the App.  It will be much more 
user friendly than the online giving system we currently have.  The key to this being a successful 
transition for you is making sure your information is CORRECT in the church office!.  If you do not 
receive the Sunday Bulletin every week, we do not have your information.  Also couples that give 
separately but have a joint email address, please come by the office so your Mobile Giving will work 
correctly. 
 
I have one request for every ministry at Bethlehem Baptist Church.  Our ministries do great things here 
at Bethlehem.  My request is take a picture for the Newsletter and write a few lines about your ministry 
so our church family will know about your events, this will help your Ministry be more successful.   
(Don't make me make it a part of the check request process lol)  
 
Lastly, Bethlehem I am blessed beyond belief at how good God is to me through you.  Thank you for 
almost 23 years of being your Pastor, but most of all thank you for your response to my ministry.  Much 
Love, Blessings, and Peace to you  

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
DR. PHILLIP M. BALDWIN 
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Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin is a native of Pittsboro, North Carolina. He is the son of the late Reverend Lynn and 
late Ethel M. Baldwin and is the eighth of nine children.   
  
Dr. Baldwin is a 1984 graduate from North Carolina A & T State University in Greensboro, North Carolina 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Technology with a Concentration in Manufacturing.  Dr. 
Baldwin received his Master of Divinity degree from Erskine Theological Seminary in Due West, South 
Carolina in May 1999.  Dr. Baldwin earned his Doctorate of Ministry Degree at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky in May 2006. St. Thomas Christian University of Jacksonville, 
Florida recognized Dr. Baldwin’s service with an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity Degree in January 2016. 

It was the typical spirit filled service that was taken to a higher level when Bethlehem and Dr. Baldwin 
witnessed another first time event for him. Dr. Baldwin received his first Honorary Degree. This first 
Honorary Doctorate of Divinity Degree came from St. Thomas Christian University in Jacksonville, 
Florida. As it was being presented by Dr. Zamekio Jackson, the ceremony became one of sincere 
emotion felt by Dr. Baldwin and the congregation. Congratulations Pastor Baldwin. 
  
Dr. Baldwin's updated biography  reads as follows: 
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Our youth matter because today’s youth will be tomorrow’s leaders. 
The mission of the Tutorial Ministry, in addition, to offering free 
tutoring to students in kindergarten to high school, is to educate, 
prepare, and expose youth to various opportunities so that they gain 
necessary life skills for use in and beyond the classroom. Our latest 
project is the creation of the Y-LiTE program. 
  
Y-LiTE stands for Young Leaders in Training Excellence. It is a creative 
new way to engage middle and high school students so they shine as 
negotiators, critical thinkers, public speakers, and future leaders. 
Ultimately, we want our youth to be in a position to be a light and a 
witness for their peers. 
  
Y-Lite is an eight- week developmental course facilitated by Sis. Carol 
Green. During the course, students learn the critical thinking model, 
discover the art of persuasion, create resumes, and polish interview 
skills.  The course is wrapped up with the importance of good 
character and building your image. 
  
The class meets on Wednesday nights from 7- 8 pm. The next session 
begins March 2. The subsequent dates are: March 16, March 23, 
April 6, April 13, April 20, April 27, May 4. The graduation will be May 
14. 
  
If you are looking for a way to volunteer and you possess the ability 
to engage, equip and empower today’s youth, please consider joining 
us. For more information, please contact Sis. Tamika Watt, 
tamikaw77@hotmail.com or Sis. Lillie Hall, halllm@hotmail.com. 
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Life happens or does it? Are you living the abundant life that you hear 
people sing about? Often times, we get so busy with work, home, and 
other projects that we miss the joy that God is providing right in front 
of us. Learning to enjoy the moment, in this season, is the central 
theme for the Singles Ministry in 2016. 
  
The Singles Ministry has new officers that began serving in November 
2015. Bro. Willie Durham Jr. is working as the Singles Ministry 
President, Bro. Aaron Shiver as Vice President and Sis. Tamika Watt, as 
the treasurer. 
  
Since November, we have kicked off the year with: hosting a Singles’ 
Night Out by attending the Broadway Musical, Motown, at the Peace 
Center, creating wonderful memories at our annual Christmas 
Fellowship which also included a little spoken word, and the rained out 
Ice Skating event which ended as great times at the Mellow Mushroom. 
Please check the bulletin for our upcoming events. 
  
This ministry meets on the First Friday of each month at 7 pm  in the 
Portable for bible study, which is followed by fellowship at a local 
restaurant. Please join us and follow us on Facebook. The best is yet to 
come! 
  
Willie Durham  
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Vision Builders Participants - As of December 2015 

Diamond - $5,200 Bronze - $600.00 Friends - $300.00 

Charles Singley Carolyn Bluford Brenda Baldwin 

Karen  Brock-McKinney Mary Ann Blakely 

Platinum - $2,500 Derrick Brown Timothy & Renee Brown 

Phillip Baldwin Valerie Brown Prima Burnside 

Raymond Griffin 

Don & Betty McCullough Craig & Regina Carrington Lori Clifford 

Ernest Shirver Anthony & Mona Cunningham Wanda Douglas 

Gerald & Adrienne Davenport Natasha Eaddy-Sherman 

Gold - $1,800 
Timothy & Angela Drummond Earl & Valerie Harris 

Vivian Holliday Cynthia Durham Reba Ivey 

Toy Lee & Minnie Kilgore Tony Griffin Christine Mangle 

Charles & Kathy Mention Georgia Hawkins Janel May 

Gerald Hunt Marshall & Edyzone McMilliam 

Silver - $1,000 Matyhew & Ann Irby Duane & Beverly L. Neal 

Henry Baldwin patricia Jack Richard & Patricia Pitt 

Wynell Baldwin Geno & Sonya Jackson Christopher Simpson 

Karen Branch Maggie Jones Brenda Simms 

Ronnie & Tijuanna Brock Peter & Elaine Mangrum Heyward & Malinda Smith 

Dunnel & LaRita Brooks Daniel & Kara McKelvey Judy Steadman 

Horace & Lynn Butler Christopher Poole Cornell Sweeney Jr. 

Valerie Clinckscales EuGenia Webb Ruthia Tolbert 

Jovan & Jenica Dungee Lillie Williams Ruth Tutt 

Keith Gray Regina Wynder Gregory Williams 

Brian & Gina Griffin 

George & Yvonne Lloyd 

James Makin 

Dianthius  Miles 

Kenneth & Concheettia Russel 

Sammie Sims 



11 

 
On January 9, 2016, Bethlehem held its annual Vision Builders Banquet at the Holly Tree Country Club. 
This banquet is an annual event organized to recognize and thank the Vision Builders for their 
continued support toward helping to make the 2017 vision a reality. This year’s banquet was focused 
on strengthening our youth ministry, concentrating on a “kid’s zone”.  The event was well attended and 
the atmosphere was one of excitement. The evening began with a silent auction. The guests had an 
opportunity to view and bid on items they were interested in claiming. All items were graciously 
donated, many of which came from members of Bethlehem. The festivities continued with dinner 
followed by entertainment from the hilarious comedian, Akintunde. The evening continued, giving 
everyone an opportunity to participate. Don McCullough led an energetic open floor challenge, 
encouraging and reminding guests that all pledges would go directly to supporting our new Kid’s Zone. 
The giving was contagious, there was a long line of pledgers, pledge amounts ranging from $25 to 
$300.00.  To everyone's  surprise, the challenge netted over $4000. The evening culminated with a 
heartfelt thank you from Pastor Baldwin, reiterating how appreciative he is for the church’s continued 
support, and expressed his passion and commitment to taking Bethlehem youth/children’s ministry to 
the next level. 



  

  

                                                                              Yours In Christ 

  

 

 

                                                                        Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin 

    Pastor 
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While America’s evangelical Christians are rightly concerned about the secular worldview’s rejection of biblical 
Christianity, we ought to give some urgent attention to a problem much closer to home–biblical illiteracy in the 
church. This scandalous problem is our own, and it’s up to us to fix it. 
Researchers George Gallup and Jim Castelli put the problem squarely: “Americans revere the Bible–but, by and 
large, they don’t read it. And because they don’t read it, they have become a nation of biblical illiterates.” How 
bad is it? Researchers tell us that it’s worse than most could imagine. 
Fewer than half of all adults can name the four gospels. Many Christians cannot identify more than two or three 
of the disciples. According to data from the Barna Research Group, 60 percent of Americans can’t name even 
five of the Ten Commandments. “No wonder people break the Ten Commandments all the time. They don’t 
know what they are,” said George Barna, president of the firm. The bottom line? “Increasingly, America is 
biblically illiterate.” [see Barna Group’s web cite] 
Multiple surveys reveal the problem in stark terms. According to 82 percent of Americans, “God helps those 
who help themselves,” is a Bible verse. Those identified as born-again Christians did better–by one percent. A 
majority of adults think the Bible teaches that the most important purpose in life is taking care of one’s family. 
Some of the statistics are enough to perplex even those aware of the problem. A Barna poll indicated that at 
least 12 percent of adults believe that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife. Another survey of graduating high school 
seniors revealed that over 50 percent thought that Sodom and Gomorrah were husband and wife. A 
considerable number of respondents to one poll indicated that the Sermon on the Mount was preached by Billy 
Graham. We are in big trouble. 
Secularized Americans should not be expected to be knowledgeable about the Bible. As the nation’s civic 
conversation is stripped of all biblical references and content, Americans increasingly live in a Scripture-free 
public space. Confusion and ignorance of the Bible’s content should be assumed in post-Christian America. 
The larger scandal is biblical ignorance among Christians. Choose whichever statistic or survey you like, the 
general pattern is the same. America’s Christians know less and less about the Bible. It shows. 
How can a generation be biblically shaped in its understanding of human sexuality when it believes Sodom and 
Gomorrah to be a married couple? No wonder Christians show a growing tendency to compromise on the issue 
of homosexuality. Many who identify themselves as Christians are similarly confused about the Gospel itself. An 
individual who believes that “God helps those who help themselves” will find salvation by grace and justification 
by faith to be alien concepts. 
Christians who lack biblical knowledge are the products of churches that marginalize biblical knowledge. Bible 
teaching now often accounts for only a diminishing fraction of the local congregation’s time and attention. The 
move to small group ministry has certainly increased opportunities for fellowship, but many of these groups 
never get beyond superficial Bible study. 
Youth ministries are asked to fix problems, provide entertainment, and keep kids busy. How many local-church 
youth programs actually produce substantial Bible knowledge in young people? 
Even the pulpit has been sidelined in many congregations. Preaching has taken a back seat to other concerns in 
corporate worship. The centrality of biblical preaching to the formation of disciples is lost, and Christian 
ignorance leads to Christian indolence and worse. 
This really is our problem, and it is up to this generation of Christians to reverse course. Recovery starts at 
home. Parents are to be the first and most important educators of their own children, diligently teaching them 
the Word of God. [See Deuteronomy 6:4-9.] Parents cannot franchise their responsibility to the congregation, 
no matter how faithful and biblical it may be. God assigned parents this non-negotiable responsibility, and 
children must see their Christian parents as teachers and fellow students of God’s Word. 
Churches must recover the centrality and urgency of biblical teaching and preaching, and refuse to sideline the 
teaching ministry of the preacher. Pastors and churches too busy–or too distracted–to make biblical knowledge 
a central aim of ministry will produce believers who simply do not know enough to be faithful disciples. 
We will not believe more than we know, and we will not live higher than our beliefs. The many fronts of 
Christian compromise in this generation can be directly traced to biblical illiteracy in the pews and the absence 
of biblical preaching and teaching in our homes and churches. 
This generation must get deadly serious about the problem of biblical illiteracy, or a frighteningly large number 
of Americans–Christians included–will go on thinking that Sodom and Gomorrah lived happily ever after. 
R. Albert Mohler Jr. 

TheThe Scandal of Biblical Illiteracy: It’s Our 
Problem – AlbertMohler.com 
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The buzzer has sounded. The clock is at 0.0. One team has the look of defeat, the other is 
going to Disney World! That's right, football season is over and there can be only one 
champion, The Denver Broncos! I know, I don’t like it either, it should be the Eagles 
celebrating, but let me digress! 
     Well, for those of you who don’t know me, my name is Bro. Bruce Mosely also known 
as "Bruce Bruce". I am currently serving as your Men's Ministry Vice President. 
     First, I would like to Praise God for being who and what He promised to be in my life, 
my everything! The Men's Ministry would like to thank our Pastor, Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin 
for his wisdom and support of the Men's Ministry. We would like to thank our Church 
Staff for all of their help in coordinating events with us. We would like to thank Sis Hesha 
Gamble our Cluster Leader. We would like to thank the Intercessory Prayer Ministry for 
all of their prayers for the men of this church. Lastly but certainly not least we would like 
to thank all of the men of this great church. Without your presence, this ministry would 
not be what it is today! 
     November 14th 2015, we kicked off the start of our theme for this year 
"Commitment" with the dynamic, Lamont Sullivan associate minister and youth minister 
of Bethlehem Baptist Church. The word for that day was “Commitment”! We had 57 men 
and young men in attendance that day! We praise God for the increase and the 
commitment! 
     January 9th 2016, was a follow up to our theme "Commitment”, facilitated by Pastor 
Zachery Brewster of St. Matthews Baptist Church of Piedmont SC. The word that day was 
"Commitment in tithing". Great follow-up to our November kick off. 
     Speaking of "kick offs", February 7th was the Men's Ministry Annual Super Bowl Party. 
What a time in the Lord we had. Our menu was all that! We had pulled pork! We had 
fried Tilapia, fried whiting and 5 different flavors of “lip smacking” wings. We had cole 
slaw, baked beans, and the best banana pudding cake in town (complements of Bro. 
Melvin Mckinney). We had a great turn out, around 65 men and young men. We were in 
"MAN HEAVEN", eating, talking loud and watching football! 
     On April 9th, 2016 9:00am, the Men's Ministry will have it's planning 
meeting/breakfast. We will be discussing our Men's Camping Retreat and Men's off 
campus training conference.  
    On May 20-22 2016,  the Men's Ministry  will have its 3rd Annual Camping Retreat at 
Santee Cooper State Park. This year we will be bringing our young men with us , we are 
looking forward to a weekend of fun and excitement with our young people! 
    The Men's Ministry truly believes that God has given us a vision to restore our ministry 
as well as the Jr. brotherhood through fellowship, food, fun and brotherly love, but we 
cannot do this without the support and presence of the men of this church. So men and 
young men, if you are looking to make a difference, no matter how great or small come 
on to men's ministry. COME SEE WHAT THE MEN’S  MINISTRY IS COOKING!  
 
Bro. Bruce Mosley 
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Min. Mona Cunningham 
Sunday, March 20th, 11am 

Laurel Hill Baptist Church 

Waterloo, SC 

 
Min. Vincent Perry 

Sunday, March 13th, 11am 

Community Grove 

Woodruff, SC 

 

Sunday, March 20th, 11am 

Bethany Baptist Church 

Spartanburg, SC 

 

Sunday, March 27th, 11am 

Community Grove 

Woodruff, SC 

Min. Patricia Pitt 
Friday and Saturday - March 18-19 

Look Up Lodge Retreat Center  

Travelers Rest, S.C  
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